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Ou SjMclal WMhlnglom Despatch.
Wa'Hinoto.v, Feb. 8, 1866.

Seth housea of Congress to-day adopted resolutions
.Bill upon the President for an account of tb« recent
paaaa negotiations, and bis response will be sent In to-
Mm morning, and all rumors and disputes in refer-
¦H to this matter will be settled by a detailed and
.MhorltaMve statement

A despatch received at tbe War Department from Gene-
Ml Grant's headquarters this afternoon, slates that the
Mbel peace eommiuloners hare made their report In re-

krsnoe to the late Hampton Roads peace conference,
fhsy state that Mr. Lincoln offered them, ax terms of set-

Seasent, the Union, the laws of the present Congress re¬

lative to slavery, and several other liberal propositions.
There was a rumor in circulation this afternoon that

It* rebel peace commissioner* bad made their appearance
at our lines for permission to again come througb. This
¦vpur no doubt grew ont of the intelligence received in
foteonea to the report made by the rebel commissioners
IB regard to the results of the rroent conference.

tt la rumored that the War Department has received
MeMgenoe that General Lee was preparing to
avaauate Richmond; that he has been for some
tee past quietly sending away the valuable ma¬

chinery, in preparation for this event. In connoc
Van with this statement, it is also said that General
Sfaat, discovering this movement, immediately sent a

force sound towards tbe Bouthside Railroad to head him
af Tils Is supposed to be the cause of the recent con-

fowit
Oar Washington Correspondence.

W«shi*otok, Feb. 7, 1866.
Political circles here are still In a state of agitation in

Wffeence to the late peace negotiations. One set declares
tkst peace 1s at hand, and that the late effort in Hampton
Scads was not a Jlatm. but a success, as far as in the
¦atnrs of events It could be. The other side insists that
Seward's and Mr. Lincoln's efforts at making peace arc a

grand and total failure; that the result of these inter- I
Wews with the rebel ambasssdors has driven away the
trigbt clouds of peace; that all hopes, all prospects of
.ash a blessing have been dispelled, and that It is now
war to the end. Neither side seems willing to yield its
asavicllon on this point to the other, or msnlfestthe least
haufet of the correctness of lis position. It Is true
feat the admlnlH ration continue* to give out that the
lata consultations amounted to nothing and were a fail-
ara. Bat the public will remember that it was officially
stated on the elder Blair's first return from Richmond
that he went solely on private business, and
did not have as Interview with any person In
Richmond on the question of peace. In the fire
of these official assertions Mr. Blair, in less than four
days, started agsln for tbe rebel capital. On bis return
here the second time It was persistently stated at the
State Department that his mission had been a failure, tbe
Southern leaders Instating upon, as their ultlmstum, In¬
dependence. This was kept up until tho rebel commis¬
sioners were announced, asking admission Into our lines.
g.er swon that It has been given out from the same
source that Blair's mission was a sue,' ess. The adminis¬
tration need not, therefore, wonder If the public do not
glare say great faith In the statement that the Hampton
Roads consultation Is a Jlatm.
The fact of the matter Is, no msn can really tell

whether theee negotiations are over or not. But we
have obtained some highly Intereating particulars of tlie
sfn'ssrsnns of the rebel commissioners, the way they
same into our linee, and bow the coaferencea were con-
du< ted on the Northern and Southern sides, with many
Ifoe bits of byplay, rendering the whole afThlr more th.ji
ordinarily attractive k> tbe reader.

srrKS' swrs or thsMM rossiwims

The rebel Tlie Piesident and his associates were rather
poorly clad. Although not got up in the regular "slisb

fey sentesl" style of drees, the ordinary tenure of tholr
clothing bespoke the fact that testHe febr os of the best
kinds were somewhat scarce In the confederacy. They
wore good, thick soled Kngiisli shoes, no doubt got in

through blockade runners. Their appearance was not
that of men in sound sad robust bsulth They
looked more ilka men who bad not had a

III iralr~ ¥ »«od dinners for scats time MM.

however much they might have beenMemttrnd tothem
In da^t gone by ; for It to . fact that violent gastronomic
ebsngss hsvs as much effect apen the human ayMem aa
the changes of the atmosphere upon a barometer. Men
whoara accustomed to good eating and drinking all their
Uvea, and by aome irrepressible neceaaity are forced to
fell back upon poer or Indifferent food aa a aubatitute,
¦how Ita effacta upon their conatituUon much mora
readily than poor men, who are In the habit of regularly
aubeiatlng on ordinary diet While the latter claaa wlU
thrive and even grow fat, the former will grow thin and
pine away. The appearance of the Southern commie-
toonora led to the Idea that they belonged to the former
eiaaa
When they Am made their appearance la front of our

Hase they opened aegotiations In a spirited way. The
®ie« thing they wanted to know waa whether there waa

.ny food whiskey on oar aide. The anawar waa prompt,
"Of couraa there waa, and any quantity of It. »' Ihe am
bassadors thereupon expressed a desire to have aome,
and were immediately gratified. It waa evidently a long
time since they had taated ao prima an article, for In a
brief apaoe they had consumed what waa aent them, and
were under the neceaaity of requeetlng a further aupply.
The aromatic taate of such fine liquor, whioh they had
farely heard of alnce the rebellion, no doubt pat them In
very good humor, and all feelings of hoatllity to the
Yankees were for the moment 'In the deep boeom of the
ooean buried," and they at once propoaed an Interview.
The prellminariea up to the meeting of the President,
Mr. Seward and the Southern representatives are already
well known and need not be repeated.

«u oobdmutt orm omavunr.
The Interview between the Preeident and Mr. Seward

on one aide, and Meesra. Stephana, Campbell and Hunter
an the other, waa, according to all accounts, exceedingly
pleasant to all concerned. Nothing oocurred to mar the
harmony or good feeling during the entire Interview.
What the South deelred waa atated freely, without any
bluster or appearance of superciliousness. The President
Informed them that Ihe people ot the North would not
entertain for a moment the idea of a aettlement short of
restoration of the Onion and full obedience to the lawa
by the people of the Southern Slates; that be waa simply
ths agent of the people of the United States, and could
not, If ha desired It, consent to any other basis of settle-
Bent The whole affair waa a eort of reconnotsaance by
the consulting partlea on both sides. Blair went to Rich-
mond aa a scout in the peace business, made certain
Bounding*, aaoertained the viewa of Davis and ether offl
dale, and reported that affairs ware in a favorable ahape
for the termination of the war. The condition
of mind which he found many of the leaders In gave to
the adminiatradon here great hope that It coald be ter¬
minated at once, and, aa lias been heretofore stated In
this correspondence, Blair's mtaaion waa a succeee to the
full extnnt that waa contemplated when he first com¬
menced. Through him the admlniatratton ascertained
ftilly the elements at work In the South, and how, at
least, the different leaders stood on the question of settle¬
ment. He ascertained facts which presented the whole
aflhlr In a far different light than waa expected.

Blair having returned on his second mission as a peace
scout, and having by his statements convinced the
Southern leaden that there was a way open for their re¬
turn to the Union, Messrs. Stephens, Campbell and
Hunter were thereupon sent on a reconnoissanoe to ascer¬
tain if what Blair said did actually exist.

all tub Rasaisam ran wis aa iumuoi.
There is no truth whatever in the statement exten¬

sively circulated that the rebel comalssloaers de¬
manded recognition, and refused to enter Into negotia¬
tions except on that basis, The whole question of peace
and the viewa of the two sections were talked over In a
general way. Stephana and aasoclates did not in all of
this general conversation intimate whether they would
or would not accept anything else bat recognition
sad Independence. What tbsp did say was that
Aey did not desire to fix say ultimatum aa

. starting point In their negotiations. The ultimatum
WM * question which, In their opinion, should be
arrived at through negotiation aa the terms of settle-
Bent, and not fixed aa the starting point They asked
Oat commiseleners, vested with full powers to treat on
peaoe, should be appointed by both aides, and that then
abould be an armistice while negotiations were pending.
This waa the aum and substance of their demand, which
they claimed was neceaaary to work their people up to
the point of reunion or any other demand of the federal
government This is, to be sure, an adroit way of getting
at the question of peace, and no doubt meanx more thau
appears on the snriacs.

MK. unoolw'b thus rorviH
The Preeident and Mr. Seward refused to grant an

armistice for a single day. Mr. Lincoln Informed them
that there were three points which he would not yield:.

1. That no armistice would be granted for a single day.
2. That a united country waa the only liasis upon

which peace eould be obtained. Heatoratlon of the Union
and full obedience to the laws by the people of the
Sotuhei ii States were the tin* qua am

3. Tb.tl the action of Congees in regard to alavery
should be recognized as the law of the land-meaning In
this the < onstltutional amendment.

Mr. Lincoln insisted that reunion should be the bnsia
of settlement, sad that a united country elionld be the
groundwork of all negotiations. The rebel gentlemen
were unwilling to consent to the appointment of com
mlsslon-.TH unless an armistice weia grauted while n»go-
tiatious were pending; at least lb. held that they had
not the power to bind the South to such action without an
armistice. Mr Lincoln positively refused Hie armistice,
and the other joint, in reference to reunion and a

united country, waa not uiked over. It was not
SHid whether they would consent to that or not. They
bad not the power to treat for pnaee If an armistice
were refused it would tender all formal talk on other
points useless The armistice waa the sticking point,
and on that they W-nt bark to Richmond to report pro'
gross and ask for Instructions. This is the whole thing
in a nutshell, as it will be found when the official r»-

pot of ".e affair is made. The rebel commissioner
appeared to think that a temporary negation of hostilities
wua necessary to work the people of the South up to the
basis or reunion with the North. Here is where the
formal talk ended. There was considerable informal
conversation, durlnr which almost everything connected
with the rebellion was talked over, as well as the issues and
changes which have been brought about by virtue of ths
war. Tlie interview ended with perfect good feeling, and
the negotiating partlea serrated In the very beat of
humor. The parting greeting was as cord al and happy aa
that of the best of friends coald be. The rebel comtnla
sioncrs returned to Richmond; the President and Mr
Sew aril to Washington

Ma BTsmsNs on am airmails or ramosm*
Before the close of the interview Mr Stephens spoke

to Mr Lincoln on the subject of the exchange of prison¬
er*, and asked him what was proposed to be done in ths
matter. The President said that everything connected
with that subject had been confided to the care of Gene¬
ral Oram, and that all information must come from him,
through Uie regularly established channels of communi¬
cation. Mr. Stephens then said be hod a favor to ask of
Mr. Lincoln, and which, if be could grant, hs would
esteem a personal obligation. The President, of course,
inquired what the favor was. Mr. Stephen* said It was in
reference to a nephew of his who had been taken prisoner
some time ago. and who Is stlirtonilned la the North.
His dealre was to have him released. "Well," aaid Mr
Lln-oln, after a little reflection, "I don't think I have
the power to do that; but I w ,11 give you a note to Oene-
ral Ur>tnt, who will, no doubt, do all he can to oblige
you Hut, by the way," ha added, "there is, I believe,

a young man, a I'ncn lieuteuant, in one of your prisons
in ths Ninth, of about the same rank as the young man

you wish to get ftxleamd. If )ou will try and get him
out of prison I will uso my influence for the liberation of
your nephew, and they can be easily eirtuiiged one for
the other " Mr. Stephens naked the name of Uie yo mg
lieutenant, sad, on being informed, borrowed a pencil,
end, tearing a slip of paper, took a note of it, saying that
he would do what be rould in the matter "Very well,"

i said Old Abe; "acn« him to us, and your nephew shall

^go down to you."
Was ths lirraitriaw if. trrnm r«n.rn» T

i Sociess or failure mta upon Ihe quntnn wb'tber
negotiations are to be continued or not. This Inter¬
view w*s ,,f ^ ggtiufy
the rebel commissioner* that they oould obtain better
terms than tbey anticipated by returning to the Union.
and that the North weald be more lenl-nl than was gene
mu, mmmvi » u» xl. rKis

port at Richmond. 1b th* meantime It Is probable that
the Kiohmond paper* will announce thai peaoe negotia-
liona have all failed, and that they mast prepare tor war.
¦a thia aa tt may, 1 have the poelUve knowledge that
Mr. Lincoln expecta to hear front Richmond In reaponaa to
the report takes back by Stephen* and hia aeaociatea; aUll
further, that ha haa received each Indication! aa lead him
to expect commlaeionera Aram the Booth to apply within
a very tow daya for admittance within our ltnea. The
whole question la whether they wig commence nagtitia
tlona without an armlatio*. It la believed here they
will. It may, however, be necemary for Grant and
¦terman to gain another victory to bring "»+wi to that
point That will eurely accomplish that leauR, or the**

la no reliance upon official data here. In the above state¬
ment the toll extent of the failure Is found. Tho poblla
stay wake up any morning and sea the aanoaaaoment
that oommlsskmeM as* again an their way from Rich¬
mond. One thing la certain: the Prealdent anticipate*
such event to transpire. The developments ef'Utm
negotlatlona and talk, If they prove anything,
.how that tt the question Is left to either
Jaft Davis or General Leo, whether sninmlsilnn
ors are again eent or not, or left to both of thorn com¬
bined.It will oertainly not be many days before imlni
sadors will be on their way to treat for peace.
Of coarse there are a thousand and one nunora afloat

In reference to the negotiations in Wamptmi Road*; bat
the foregoing can be roiled upon aa the real eeeoneo of
the affair. Hie fact* were obtained from each aoaroee aa
leave no doubt in regard to them. Among tho rumors
afloat In regard to the individual opinion of the several
Southern ambassadors is one that A. H. Stephana was
ready to accept the beaie of reunion and a united coontry
aa the starting point of settlement; but that the other
two overruled him, and on that point want back for in¬
struction. Another rumor, which la held oat with equal
pertinacity, ia that Mr. Hunter was the strongest inclined
toward reunion of the three. That ha had become ex¬

ceedingly saddened by the sufferings of his native State
daring the rebellion, and was ready for reunion or any¬
thing else to and the bloody strife and desolation of hla
native State. These stories, I dare aay, have bat little
foundation In tact, and I give them only aa part and paroel
of the gotmip here in reference to this much vexed que*
tlon.

on or old ABR'a btobim.
After the formal Interview wea over there was

* lengthy general coaversation held. It aeeme that
It waa during thia informal talk that the rebel
ambassadors first heard of the pasaage of the constitu¬
tional ameudment by the lower house of Congress. One
of the number remarked that this action mi^ht compli¬
cate affairs a little with the South. Tho heavy planters
insisted npon maintaining that institution and defending
it, and aakod Mr. Lincoln if he thought ho could get
around that Oust. Old Abe waa ready for them with one
of his storlee and said:.
There is an old farmer out in Illinois who had made hla

arrangementa to ratae a large herd of hogs; he Informed
his neighbors that be had found a way to raise cheap
pork. Thia excited the curioelty of hla neighbors, and
they asked him how he wae going to do 11 The old farmer
replied that he should plant a large lleld of potato**, and
when they bad got their growth would torn th* hog* la
and l«t them dig and eat, thus saving the expense of dig¬
ging tho potatoes and feeding them.

"Bat," said hia neighbors, "the frost win come before
thay are fattened, and in all probability the ground
will be frown a foot deep. Bow do you propoee to get
aroaud that?"
"Oh," replied the farmer, "they will root somewhere

anyway, and may as well root away there, even if it is
hard work."

WHAT TUB BBUM THINK or amiCNAL (HUNT.
On their return up tho river, and on pawing through

our lines to their own, they were much attracted by the
appearaao* and manner of Oonarnl Giant, sad remarked
to aome of our offiasi* thai they had never expected to
And so aaodeat and anaaauming a man a* General Orant.
Their Idea of Ma character and appearance waa of coarse
drawn from the teaselty and purpoaa with which ho
lights. They declared that for a man holdiag so high
and important a position It waa astonishing to them to

| And him so modest. They left with most faverabie im
I prt'Mikins of our General -In-Chief. But it must be staled

that the expressions which fell from them on leaving
showed that they regarded thia eemi official mission aa a
failure. Nevertheless they expressed a hope that good
would ultimately come out of It, seeing that the authori-
Uea in the South would now kuow better what the
Northern government Is willing to do.

our itinsiTuv.

There - Is one peculiarity In regard to all the rumor*
which have been In circulation since Mr. Lincoln re¬

turned, and that I* the perfect accord of all on the point
that neither tho President nor Mr. Seward varied a hair's
breadth from the position that no settlement ran be bad,
no pea<« obtained, except upon tbe basis of a united
country, a Union under oue flag, from the lakes to tbe
Gulf. There were no lfs or auds In regard to the Presi¬
dent's position on thia. If the South were not satisfied
before, they must be now that under no circumstances
will the people of tbe North consent to a division of the
country. If the rebel leaders are ao desirous of an

armistice, they can get one that will be |>ermanent by
laying down their arms and returning to their allegiance,
and at the same time be received by the North with
open arms auu welcomed back into the Union fold.
It may be necessary to give the South another eye-
op*ner before they ac cept the term* of reunion. But It
will not lake more th.in one more of tbe im)>ortauce of
Fort Fisher to accomplish that, and that they will soon h*
visited with In th* >hape of a Union victory within a very
abort time. The day of pca<-e and reunion cannot, there¬
fore, bo a great way off, even If it take another victory
over their armies to accomplish It.
Taking everything into conslderstion, it Is not. ai all

unlikely that our next accounts from Richmond will In¬
form us of the appo.ntmnnt of new commissioner* to
Washington, if they will bo allowed to coma. At any rate,

It ia probable that they will again soon be knocking at Gen.
Grant's gate* for admltuuc*. The beat thing that can
be done now i* for the General-in-Chief to laaue an order
to tho Commissariat Department to have eoine of th*
beet Bourbon whisk*) provided all along th* poets in hi*
front, ao that when thoy come tbey ahali have something
good with which to regale themselves.

REBEL ACCOUNTS.
The Itebel Veraion of the Keealfa Attained.
THB TKRB8 OK BR. LINCOLN AH HKIOKTSD BY TUB

RKBKt. COMMIftrtlONKB*.

[From th* Richmond Knqmrer, Feb* 4 ]
Th* peace commiaaloner*.M«**r*. Stephens, Hunter

and Campbell.returned to Richmond on Saturday night,
after aa absence of seven daya Tbe Brat two days wor*
consumed in manauverlng to get through Grant's lines a(
Petersburg. Gn Wednesday tbey arrived at Fortress
Monroe. On Thursday they had an Interview with Lin-
coin and Reward at that place, not bai tag bean permitted
lo go rarther.
The response made by the United State* usurper to oar

conimiaeionere, upon their dealre to ascertain the vtaw* of
a peaceable settlement of the exlitlng difficulties, is nnder.

stood to bsve been what nearly everybody anticipated
tkt unconMliomml if UU Sulk As for lb*
question of slavery, lb* usurper aald that tbe federal
Congreae had decided to abollab the institution, and that
willed all conflict on that scor*.
Our commissioners, ws understand, will publish a fulj

and precise statement of the circnmstanree of their Inter¬
view in the course of s day or two.

A Union of All lesthsra Rlemcnta at Re¬
sult of tho Mlaalon.

TH* esnraiaN or l«66 to bb potwht otrr.
[From the Richmond Enquirer, Fab. g, editorial ]

Tbe commissioner* returned on last Saturday evening,
having gone e* far aa Fonres* Monroe, where, without
being parmittad to land, they had an interview with
both IJBCO B and Seward. Abolition md r*r» rutructtm

. eer* (A* ant* Urmi of peace which the enemy would en¬
tertain that is, Immediate recognition by us of equality,
social and political, of tho negroes, and am ondltional
submission, with pains and penalti** of reb*llion, con¬
fiscation of property and penalty of death to *o many aa
th* m*rcy of Mr. Lincoln may confine the punishment
Thus end* th* peaoe excitement. The enemy are yet loo
much elated by their rec«ui» suirc see to entertain any
proposition that doea not aubmi U.'«te Ptalee to a future
af political equality with the other itatc*, and these
a*oni« to . fatare of raasalac* |o th* feral aiussas of

the Vttam. Having, therefore, made aa honest sfltort to
.pen ascotiattous with Um enemy by which peace might
eventually be got, and hsviug been met with
tm defradlng la their character aad ruinous
Id their affects, the people of the States hart but one
Man* left them. They mmtfight it out To surrender
le to loee all property, liberty, Me, and to enter upon a
future of misery which within sis months would oertala-
ly drive then again to war. There were some few per¬
sons who thought that honorable terms of reconciliation
aad reconstruction could be obtained, and who desired
that an efcrt should be made. The eflbrt has been made
by three of the beet statesmen that could be eolected.and
that effort has resulted la the Insulting terms prepoeed
by the enemy. The reeonstruetlonlst is required to be-
oome a subsalsstonlst, to oonssat to the future equality
of the negro, to his own Impoverishment, to the degra¬
dation of his children. The rebel la unfit for future
place of honor and trust However much men may
hare deeIred peace, they cannot be willing to entertain
such propositions. There i«, therefore, but one thing left
m.fght, frUfghtf
The conduct of Lincoln la tavitlag commissioners

through Mr. Blair, soliciting Mr. Deris to send them, and
then the submission of Insults as propositions, is quite
within the decency of a Yankee. But It has opened the
eyes of all, and Iter* wrfO be no rocorutntctiomeu of thmt
Satm whon thme Itrm are read tythepoopU. Unity <fpur
ptm and unify <f uuwu hate been secured by this Hampton
Roads Interview. Our people will be again united end
again rally to the rapport of the cause. For the Rate of
harsaony, more than from hopee or success, these com-
miatoaere were seat to the eeemy, and theee proposi¬
tions of Insult aad degradation will ftaw Me efeci of
Hcvring that harmony omd uniting theoe people <n the holy
«eer for liberty, self preservation, Stale end individual
honor. Thie salt water interview put a quirtm
ea separate State actio*. The terms required
by the enemy are not likly to need a con¬
vention In any State for their consideration.
The man that now would for aa Inriant advocate the con¬
sideration of theee terms is ready and willing to be a
slave to bis ewn negro. To such degradation and dis¬
grace war has not yet brought any of theee people. Re¬
construction and separate State action are all that this
peace coinmbrion has effected, #ad these it hse killed
M
How, since the enemy have told ns their ultimatum,

aad will aot entertain any other proposition ; since we
mast light or ws are slarM;Mnoe now tbe question of
reconstruction Is one of fact aad not of theory.that, too,
the fact of slavery for the while man, freedom for the
negro, poverty for the white man aud our property for
the Yankee.let ueall unite In harmoniousand determined
effort to defeat the enemy, and teach him that, though
we are for humanity's sake desirous of end¬
ing the war, yet not for the life of us all
will we consent to such terms as these proposed. The
campaign of LAM must go on, and on ilt i'tue de¬
pends the.future qfther p'i'pte if defeated and destroyed
in that cesnpmign tkm Omt mrvive io*U have nothing
teorm to tulmit to than it nam «|wiirfwf by the enemy,
while those that fall will be at leiffit- fretffrom slavery,
dishonor and infamy; crbile,4if we are successful, ws
shall not only escape the fate of infamy proposed for us

by the enemy, but secure the blessings of liberty and
proKiierity to ns snd to oar children forever. Since
nothing la left us but to fight, since the enemy will not
permit any discussion of the means of our ending the
wsr, 1st all determine that so far as ws ean the fight
shall be a good one.shall be a fight to which our chil¬
dren's children can point with ths pride of freemen, as

the campaign which made their country free from thfe
despotism of a mean, low, wretched people. Let us fight
the fight out, aad leave to Ood the Issue of Its battles.
Let ue do oar duty and God wtt neither forsake us nor

permit us to be overcome.
We lesrn that the Commissioners will ateke a report ia

writing to the heeMeat to-day.

The Cssftrsnes a Rtadled lnsait an Mr.
Lincoln's Part.

[From the Richmond Sentinel, Keh. fl.)
Tbe peace embassy Is at an end. When the treatment

with which It met a considered, it Is difficult to under¬
stand wliy Blair was seat to invite It Tbe only apparent
purposs was to gala an opportunity for offering us a fresh
Insult Wbsn Virginia, la April, 1M1, sent a deputation
of her cltlsens to Washington city on the Interest of
pssce, Lincoln greeted their arrival by his declaration of
war and a call for troops. Suoh was his brutal response
to her pacific ovsrturee. Such wse ths slap in the fare
which tbe proud old Commonwealth received at tbe
hands of the Illinois accident The confederacy has Just
been visited wltb a similar affront from tbe same source,
perpetrated after four years of wsr.

Affecting some sensibility ss to the torrents of blood
which he has caused to be shed, a messenger was for¬
warded by Lincoln to Invite a conference, which he had
before refused, looking to a pacific adjust mrnt of our
differences. A deputation of eminent citizens was sc

eordinxly sent on onr part. The story of their mission is
told in another article. It wholly fbrt'.ed; and not merely
that, the men who had invited it took occasion to
make their action as offensive as possible. After
sending their overture, they set diligently to work to
secure tbe pawwge, through their Congress, of a so ailed
amendment to the constitutes, upturning the social
institutions of these States, robbing our people and doing
on their oaths what on their oatlia they had abundantly
admitted they bad no right to do. Tbe Nsw Yosk
Hkmilh tells us that Seward hurried this prqjertcd out
rag* to iti pusnage, that he inlglit bring It in hi* hand to
the conf reuce which he h;wi Invited, and flaunt it in
the faces of our deputies. Virginia knew how to reM-nt
the outrage of ls6I. Divided as she bad been before,
with s msmrity against sece-wlon, on the Instant of the
affront her sons were a unit und her ranks w<-re closed
At the word she dr»w her sword snd defied the tyrant.
After four j ears of herok: Untile and glorious foals of
arms she look* In vain to see her sons play craven now.

She will mslmaln tbe contest, tor her liberties with her
uniform courage, and she will meet fresh insult with a
ne* outburst of the old spirit, snd whet U true of Vir¬
ginia we doubt not will be true of the whole country.
We have had some who have been hopeful of peace

propositions. Not real lacing the full enmity of our ene¬

mies. they have deemed it impossible that their devilish
thirst for our blood was not yet slaked; that their rapa¬
cious designs upon our homes and property, and their
d'sire to destroy our liberties, were not yet absndoned or
abated; and henco they have ben an nous that our gov¬
ernment should extend the olive branch. The question
with thefe so railed peace men has been settled now.
Our advance, though invited, has been met with the
most intolerable of insults We have been fairly forcsd
to tbe well, snd it is plaia that there a no escape from
utter ruin save such aa we shall hew oat with manful
¦words. There a literally na retreat but la chains
and slavery. There are no peace men among
us now. There la no room for one not
aa Inch of ground for one to stand upon. We are all
war men. Hsaceforth we must take our measures ac¬
cordingly We must summon every resouree to public
defence. The people must be devoted aad enthusiastic;
the authorities mnsybe wise, energetic and sleepless.
This a no lime for trifling, no time for shrinking from
duty, no Urns for deallag tenderly with inefficient officers.
Itvery man to his peat, and tbe right men la right placee,
and we will put forth aa efltftt that will confound our
enemies and satonlsh ths world We are felly able to
dufand our liberties, to vanquish our foea, and, by the
bleaslng of Ood, ws wUl certainly do It All that a
needed Is tbe firm concord, that united resolve, whicti,
If they hsd been wanting before, l.incoln baa now sup¬
plied. With bravs hearts in our bosoms and Ood ovsr

bead, ws are certain io win Independence liberty and
undying fame.
Let our legislative bodies, for mercy's sake, now stop

debate and act To the Vlrglala Legislature ws would
say- -for ws srs anxious that our dear old common
wealth should lead off.lay all your wiredrawn ressla-
tions snd jnnr elaborate bills on the table, pass sue am¬
ple resolution devoting the whole power of the State In
men and material to the public defence, and place all
*t Hi t call of the government. Virginia Is to be the
great fighting ground, her capital a to be s gage of
battle Whatever we have that ran help Oeneiai fro
should be placed at bis diaposal Better far that ws be
sunk by an earthquake than overrun by Yankeen
We understand thai Stephona, Hunter and Campbell

ware met at Fortress Monroe on shlptx>ard by
fYstdeat Uacetn aad Beuetary tower* The ss»

fmaot VM brief. The prepoeltlona made by Mr.
Lincoln were eobstaiitiaUy ae foliowi ."If the fonfed-

s raise will Uj down their arms, take off their uniforms,
dMbnnd and disperse to their homes, Mr. Lincoln
wtfl proceed to appoint for the Confalemto
Stales marshals, district attorneys and judfefes for
United Stales Courts; that In executing the confiscation
law ha would endeavor to be aa lenient as possible to tha
leaden of the rebellion; that ha would treat neither
with Confederate States nor with any State separately ;
that he will accept nothing and listen to nothing short of
unconditional submission to tha constitution of ths
United States and lawn passed under ite form; that the
slavery question had been diapaeed of by Congress in the
adoption of the late constitutional amendment, and was
net to be now diacumed." Our deputies therefore re¬
turned, and reached Richmond Saturday evening.
Goveraor Smith Prepoeee tm Reaposid to

Mr* Lincoln's Pease Preposition.
Kxbovtot Ofms, Feb. a, IMS.

t tnvlte ths ettlmns of Richmond and Virginia gene¬
rally, and Urn dtlsens of other States who may be so¬

journing here, to meet me this evening, at half-pnat
.even o'clock, at the African church, to respond to the
answer made by Preeldent Ltoooln to the Confederate
deputies sent to confer with him en the subject of peace.

VM. SMITH, Governor of Virginia.
{Prom the Richmond Sentinel, Peb. a.]

We are very much pleased to publUh the above call,
and doubt not an Immense crowd will honor It. Let us

meet, and put our heel on Lincoln's Insolent Insult, and
return Instant defiance to his menance. Several speeches
may be expected.

THE SOUTH.
Further Debate on the Arming

of the Slaves.

Independence and Emancipation
Better Than Subjugation

and Abolitionism.

The Rebels Turning Abolitionists Prac¬
tically and Theoretically.

Jeff* Davis Accused or Surronndiog
Hinself With Flatterers.

He Has Bnuished the Representative Men of the
South from Hii Counsel,

&C., ftOi, &c.

The Rebel Cengrtn.
PnilfftRR DKttATK OH THE AHMlNfl or THK «l.tVKS.

In the rebel Senate an Saturday, after come unimport¬
ant bualness, the consideration of a Mil to provide for
the employment of free negroes and staves in work upon
fortifications and perform other labor connected with the
defences of the country waa resumed, the question being
on the motion of Mr. Orr, of South Carolina, to recon¬
sider the ret« by which the second amendment propoeed
by tha House wan rejected.

Mr. Warao*, of Mies., addressed the -Senate at some
length in auppoft of the amendment. The almost equal
manner In which the Senate was dtMded on this
question lod him to hope that a more rareful and delib¬
erate consideration of the question might ponelbly result
la the ooncurren e by the Henate on the House
amendment He concurred heartily In the sentiment of
the gentleman from Kentucky yen* -rday, who remarked
that indtp*ndtnet and tmnmipatii , were prtftraUt to
ndjugatiiu aiui ahohtionum. Let a rrunlon of these
States take place and abolitionism follows as eure as night
follows day. He favored the amendment proposed by
the House. He wanted to give our generals ae many ne¬
groes as were necessary to r' lleve our brave soldiers of
the dullee ef cooks, team«U)r«, he. When the question
of arming the slaven was presented as a neeequity.whenIt #ae found necessary tn arm them to whip back the
Northern horde, he would be ready and willing to favor
tbat proposition even to the coneci lotion ol the last able
bodied negro He then alluded I, lefty to the denuncia¬
tion of the I'rendent on the UiMir 01 th.s Nnafe. He waff
not tbe pniiisan of the Prealdeut, still he regretted and
would not participate In this wholesale denu illation.
That the Preeiilenl had eued he knew full well
aud was prepared to admit, hut where could we find him
who had not errod. The Macon .'peach referred to bythe gentleman from South f'arnlina waa Indeed an un¬
fortunate apeecli, and in his oplniou It would have l*.n
wise on the pert of Hie press, people and Congresa to
have thrown the mantle of charity oxer the short com¬
ing*- of their chief executive officer. In regard to the
restoration of General Johnston he h.vl no hesitation In
Basing that tbe l'restdent had committed a grave error
In penitently refu.-ing to reinstate that di-Ungiii«bcd
offlucr. The restoratlou of General Jchtmton to the com¬
mand of the Army of Teuneaaee would greatly tend to
the restoration ol eoiihdaui e, and he hoped Ut> i'reeident
would n<it longer delay in placlug that Uicd chicftaiu in
n position wotihy of lit. grea* genius.

Mr. Sia», of Ky s-cJ ->iace he had been a member of
this (.'outn'fs be bid voted lor every proposition looking
to the pUi'ing of men in the arinv, and lia<l i>p|M>eed every
one which decrea-ed tbe uuuiber of arm* t>earing men,and when the question of arimug the ala\ es of the South
to aid in beatin.- bark tbe Vendue horde wis presented
he would cheerfully support It. Wt «eu«/ nvn ami rani
1'ittm have lost ground. Our armies
have been beaten back by ov«rw helloing numbers, by
mere brute for. e, and lm would nil# lor arming ftoyuitmh"r of negroes nm-ceeaiy tu aid in reeling tffia
luvaaion. ft. nator* here bad praUU about abolp.omem
and panic. They were client' pbra«cs, but would not
save llielr couMry, with iLnlive million, ol peon's. We
want inciuii*. Vt'heie aie they to ( ome from Will the
(J ..n term. ter slid I 'on. in. >ry bills, p&.-id toe oilier
day, recruit yonr iriny? The fli>t light w.TI not
come on foi three month*, and if the army
li to Iw strength 1 a must be donu taiiore
that time, <>r it will b. too late to M*|>el the
attack of (iniut or arret th» march of rherman
If you rely u|*>n tins. men, or upon dewrers who
have hid tbeio -elves away in ruouii.mn laelfvu"', y«il
Will build your tio :se upou sand jou rely up<o arced
and a straw He believed the pe.pleof this confederacy
has tbepow'Tto beat hack the hir» ^ of the North
and he appealed to tbe strung no n ol ihe country, to old
and young, to on;te in one t.ruu'1 eiiort to hurl back Ihe
mercenary honle that has been cut to inxade our «oil.
The man who proved recreant In surh an hour a tins
deserved the curaes of hie children, and would not hesi¬
tate to meekly bow and klst the md that smut#
blm. This was no time for fenator to rise it|>on
the floor of the Senate and pro" ¦Imut alatllOon
Ikiii abolition i»m; panic, panic I tic wanted to e«"0
th« Independence of these Wii <.a Htabl shed. He
desired to have tbe la#t Yankee besten back
from our shores, and tosc/implisb thai he would take
the laet able bodie.l man to lie found ai d if that proxe*
InsuOlcient he woul4 arm any to miier of negr<M>s He
preferred Ilidep- udenre ai d einaDcljnit ou to snb| igation
and abolitlonl-m, and yet sen* n nil this aboliUou-
ism He would vote to srm the Inst abl< Inxlled negro,
and If that waa alsillt'oiintn he waa ready then to avow
Hunthe fl'iorofafotifedcrUe Vei %t. u, Yankee rule
pr vail here, and the Afrt an will bold the halam e of
power at the ballot hoi, and wlills the men who are
"mtttve and to the manor born, with a hangdog took,
will b.' b ncath him

Hut, aal'i he. "II was ef the ntnn»l lmp<.rtaro e that

fublic 1 nO'l one sliouid be icrUired, ami atonie, and. in
laop' ien, th" flrst -tep n«* «ary to atta n t l.ai oho.t

was the ri -torat on of »*...!. ral Johnston Tin. ongre.»,
the pro--, pe-.ple and army arc all loudly calling upon
the Pro. 'lent (» re»tore h m Kentui k una who lia.e
fought gananlly in tbe attny of Tenm-ee
with one voice demand the restomtlon ef tin- Kallant
officer, whom they are proud to cnil their favor te leader,
to alluding w» tl»e rrec.der.t be said that I'-nf ff> *<¦ of
lot' had rmm'td ¦¦ m se > nkin'"y IKJ l.r W l-» it
muny frfim *<e» nenrly nrry r«|>r'serV/i/i er man in Um
cirnnlr^. and In their stood flalttr-n w t t our'ioiulj r»-
oeieed and itwardL U.
He adverted brlellv 'o the c«mpaigns of General (tragg

while t« command of the Weatern army In referring «b
the defeats of ihat ollicer he said he believed Mraag did
the very lieat be km * how. He was educated In .
achoni which competiiHl a man to step exactly twenty-eight Incties, and in rase he ateppe.l twenty nine he Waa

Kilty of a crime Re waa raised in an old fogy school,
t age was too progteas) re for blm Ha had never been

able Hi catch up and keep pare with the times, and yet,he said, the President bid kept this tnan In olllce, not¬
withstanding the press, Congress, arm> and iieopie, with
one voice, had demanded tun removal. No great war
like the one In which weareengagid could bo succese
fully proeeeiited in total disregard of public fcnllmcut

Mr Himms again adverted to the proposition to arm the
negroes, which bad been intiodin «d Into this dcliste.
AArrsMn em to is ami ramix^ al uill, and yet gentle¬
men say they want negrovs to raWo corn. fniM.S icr.
man i$ (^eoh»d yon uM iOtm Vie. It. iifo v, >-¦ ''"n
m eem, er f, or pfenfaioiu Kor thx re «n>ui he
«e«M rete m Mmo khem m Ihe army, pal aiuakste m

their hands and let (haa aid ta whipping Rhanmaa, ml
then they could go to wort 1*4 ralae corn and wheat.

Mr, Vbbv then took Mm door and litrimd
tbe Senate at km length. Upoa the )i«pwl
Uoa to ana alar**, ha Mid, when that queetion cam*
properly before Congreee ha would cheerfully aoppert M.

Mr. Wauum, of Alabama, spoke dtraatiy to tbe ouaa-
tiun under conaideration. For, aaid ha, tha oroposlUoa
to arm necroee wu not properly before the Senate, and
unlit It did ao (Mine up, he would reeerve bta optaloa.80 far aa tha amendment to tha bill under conaidarattoo
waa concerned, ha would rota to laava tha nambar of
negroes to be employed for the purpoaaa designated la
th* bUl undedued fu referring to the removal of Coo.
Johnston ha said he fell the day that officer waa ralteved
that a great calamity had overtaken ua. Tha paople of
Alabama regard the Army of Tenneaaee aa thai* calf
protection against the inroad* of tha enemy, and ha did
not exaggerate when be said that the dealre af bla peo¬ple for the raatoration of that galTant chieftain waa not
cmlv general but intonae.

Mr. Camrroa, of Va, atated that it would not fee Iba
pleasure of tha Henala to reconsider the yota by wbleh
tha propoaad amendment waa rejected Before takinghla aaat ha referred to the removal of General Johaetoo,and aaid that ha believed bla restoration would bo tbe
vary beat recruiting meaauia that could poaaiMy ba
adopted. The probable reason, aaid he, whv the Presi¬
dent had not restored bim to command waa that aa Qano-
ral l ee had baaa placed In command of all forcea la tha
Held be (the President) deemed it proper to knave tba
aubiect for tha action of the Commander la-Chief.

Mr. Ganlajvd aaid be daelred to be beard on the varioue
subject* which bad been under discussion, and ha thero-
fore moved that further consideration ha postponed UU
Monday. The motion waa lureed to.

Hcwa from South Carollaa and Georgia.[From the Richmond heutinel, Feb. 0.)Tba rumora started on Saturday and renewed yester¬day, to tha effect that Mierman had po»es*ion of the
railroad between Branchvllle and Auirusta, wore wliltoui
fouadation. We learned laat Bight at the War Depan-aaent that an official deepatrh had at aa
read from Branchvllle yesterday, the tenor
of which rendered I* certain that such wan not tha
eaae. Moreover, telegraphic communication with Au¬
gusta, temporarily suspended onratnrday, waa ramimad
yesterday. Con*' quenlly before Koing to press we may re¬
ceive something from that quarter. A repulse of tther-
maa, who la now arrogantly presumptuous oa account at
hla unimpeded march through O-or^la, would work wu<^
dura In bringing the North to its *¦ uses. The (ouftdrale
generala and the men under their command on bta froat
are commissioners, to whowi pan Ac excrtlous the coentry
may wall look witn prayerful solicitude.

Cavalry Affair In the Shenandoah
Valley.

(From the Richmond Enquirer, Fab. d
Gen. Loo ruporta a recent affair In the valley aa ro-

fleeting great credit upon the officer* and aien engaged.
About eighty of the enemy aur|>rlaed our cavalry picket

at Edinburg and captured a lieutenant and fourteen men.
Capt. Grand and Lieut. Mohler, with twenty of tba
Twelfth Virginia cavalry, pursued and overtook Uiem at
Woodatock. They attacked and routed thn party, re¬
capturing our men and their officers, and lakiag prieoa-
ara aixtuen of the enemy, with twenty honsa

The Baltimore and Ohio Rnllroad.
(From the Richmond fcentinel, Feb 4 )

Our acouta in the valley report that the Yankeee aro
tearing upillie Baltimore and Ohio Railroad from Harper a
Ferry to Maotlnxbiirg, and la) iag a tra> k from Cumber-

k- land to Frederick City.
The Bagbear Recognition.

¦OMKBODT H All) TO IIAVK NUT1FIKD MR. LINCOLN
THAT THK I'NITBI) MTATKS WON'T IK KKCOONIXKO
AKTKit TUB 4m OV MARCH.

[From the Richmond Fnquirer, Feb. 6.1
We learn that tbu evening edition of the HaJtlmoro

Jmervan of Friday waa In thh city on yesterday, which
states that tba federal government ha* been aoilfled thai
lla existence will onl> bo recognised after tba 4ih of
March an far n its a tea1 civil authority extend*, aad
that the separate nationality or the Cor.federala alatea
will be rauogulzed upou me tame principle.

Tho Mew Rebel Vina.
[From the Richmond Sentinel, Feb. I)The new Confederate flag adopted by the Senate an

Saturday la aa followa:.The width two thlrda af Ma
length, with tba union now used aa a battle dag, to ba la
width three lift ha of tbe width of the flag, and to propor¬
tioned aa to laava tha length of tba (Md oa tha Md» af
tba union twice the aidtb below It, to have a ground af
red and broad blue aaitier thereon, bordered with wbwa
and emblaaoned wltb mullets or Bra pointed atara, oar-
reayosding la auatbor to that af tba Oaafadarata Mateo 1
tba Bald to ba wbtta, exoepa tha enter haM ftoaa Uaa
Union, which abaU baa rad bar extoodhg tba width afl
tha flag.

THE AB0UTI0M OF SLAVERY.
Ohlf.

TUl CONBTITfTIONAL AMBNDMINT *ATirtBD BY 9KB
LMIILltVU.

OOLOMtva, Fab $.« :M F. M.
The Ohio Legislature haa ratified the proposed eaastt-

tutlonal amendment to aboliah alaver7 by a rata af
twenty five to roar in the Senate, aad ift> eight ta tsralva
in the House a strictly i arty vote. There were ahaeat
twenty-four Unioniata and aavaa copperheads

Virginia.
TRB CONOTirrriONAI. AMINDMBNT ADOI'TKI) IT TBI

BKNATK OF I.OV AL VIROlNia.
WAaacruroa, Feb 8, tfldfl

A despatch from Alexandria, Va, aaya a certiflad eopy
of the pr<ipoe»d anti slavery amendaiant to the conatltu
tlon of the United Hates waa received by tbo Governor of
tha Commonwealth from Secretary Reword. It
waa promptly laid befora both bouaaa of
the General Aasnibly and unanimously ratified
by the Senate The Houaa will take action
on it to morrow, when there will he two diaaentlng rotes.
By thua sending a certified copy of the r'ongreadooal
joint resolution to the government of Virginia, which ta
intermediate of those at Wheeling and Richmond, It
would appear the Executive branch of our govarnment
recoilltn tbe State of Virginia, notwithstanding tho
Houite of Representatives has refused to receive u>elibera
from thai Commonwealth.

Delaware.
HKHHAOI or THK OOVEHNOR TO TMB I t') 1*1. ATT7RB,

Htatb or Dvt.AWAaa, 1
Kxncrnva PxrABTWiarr, llorn, Feb. 7, 1IU jTo thk Cr»ATR a.vii Hot"* or RantaTaTATivm or two

riTATK or DkIAWANS. IN tiBXKKAL A»N*ILt rBT:.
The I'ungresa of tb" t'tilted States, bv the rewaMla

majority of liolh house*, ha* submitted tbe following
nonrtltutlonal amendment to the I<*gialaluresof tbo aBva-
ral States fur ratification
Asrici* XIII Rkitiom I. Neither slavery ner tnvnlaatarjPaervltiole, 'leapt «« a pntii.hmrni for eriier «rhfra«rf Uta

Fartjr II have been doly ...nvirwd, aliall rilm wllhin tbo
'nlb'd ..".lien or a v pu auUJai I to ll,"*ir jaiisdb Hon.
H«- 2. I'ongre** akali baie power le enfur.t ibis aiitala

by appropriate leaislauon.
Having raeclved ofllrlnl information of the vole cast ig

Congress, I take the earliest opportunity to lay tbo
am«ndment before tha General Assembly. In doing ao

I must express my hearty concurrence In iu object, aad
recommend ma t <arnc*tly its immediate ratification
A due retard to the claims of impart al justice; to tha

unity, welfare and purity of our government to tha aa.
remity of n moving the cause of our present unhappycivil htrife ; to a reunion of our country upon a sura baria:
to .1 «pee«iy return of permanent and honorable pence, ana
to the causa of en) ghleued progress, commend* thta atop
t<> our waiuiest sympathies. An opportunity 1* offered
to men of all parties to unite, with d >oted loyally, upon
measure* that promise the most -alutary result*, and
each one ran now ahare in the honor of da luring that
hen< eforth and fursvar the rep .blic shall he fr« e

Let us start uj on a new career of lltterty, hnpplnesa
and proapenty lat us hulld up for posterity a pure and
free government ; let a- dlgn'fy the lalior to wh eh, In tho
prov<d< iiie of t><Kl, each one of ua is railed, lei us maka
the Immortal declara'lon a glorious and bent Ocenl fact;and lat ua render thanks at 1 prs sea to God, wtioaa ser¬
vice is perfect freedom, for the progresa thai ws aro
luak.ng, under His guidance and in obedience to Ilia w.lL
in coniuminatmg the highest and nohleal purpose of
hull aii government. jniversal religious >1^11 and per¬
sonal lib rty. WlLl.UM CANNON.

Rohel Prlaonera Rrfaae to ho Bmchnngod.
Testimony to Their Uood Trentment.

CoLLMaos, Ohio, Fab. S, 1M6
Out of a detachment of live hundred rebel prlaonars al

Camp < baaa, ordered to ba placad upe n tha axcliango
li t, two hundred and sixty voted to remain In prlaoti.
Tbe r*"l w.li be aenl forward

Knrnpran lleamrr Novrisrsia.
tub aaiLiNo or tub danaboob non arbitai. o»

tub nr. 11 a v hi*.

Pobtlami), Re., Fsh .-¦¦Noon
The steamship Damascus ha* not yet sailed for l.lvsr .

pool. Rha la awaiiiug order*, but may be aenl off at any
moment.
The eteatnthlp Rf. Davids, with Liverpool dalaa of tha

Mth and Ijondoiiderry of ll.a iffth, baa not yet made hag

^tSTlnd' north, aooompsnied wttli rain aad fog.

Tha gaoia of Rhoda laland.
faivirnaca, R 1 , Fab. I, 1MI

The Rhode Island U'glalatura appointed a aommiltaa

to day to veil Washington to aak fbr aa aalaaston of
lime for filling Uia quota of the Staia,

lllnghnmton Charter Blcrtlon.
Hnrauatm, Frb I, 1Mb

Al tha charter aleottoo yesterday, the t'atoa ticket «aa

«I atrd by larga majorUiea F Lewia, Kaq waa ro-

elu ted I *revident of tbe village by tbras baadrvd and
alaakre eg|wty.


